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and Slavs, that of the King of Gothland, Waldemar
proceeded to return home in his richly laden ships.
But it was decreed that he should not bring his booty
to port. A great storm arose in mid-ocean. It was
with difficulty that the king escaped with his life ; his
ships were sunk, his coveted hoards buried in the
waves.

There are still shown at Wisby the two fine twelve-
sectioned rose windows of St. Nicholas' Church, in which,
according to tradition, there once burned two mighty
carbuncles that served as beacons to light the seamen
safely into harbour in the day of the town's prosperity.
These stones, it is said, were torn from their place and
carried off by Waldemar. The Gothland mariner
still avers that on certain clear nights he can see the
great carbuncles of St. Nicholas' Church gleaming
from out the deep.

As for Waldemar's lady love, whom it is said he
abandoned as soon as his purpose was attained, she
was seized on by the infuriated townspeople and
buried alive in one of the turrets of the city walls,
known to this day as the " Virgin Tower."

It is difficult to decide whether Waldemar foresaw
the full danger and bearing of his high-handed step ;
whether he knew what it meant to plunder a city like
Wisby, one of the strongest arms of the Hansa. He
had certainly thrown the gauntlet down to the towns ;
he was quickly to learn that the power which some
years ago had successfully beaten his predecessors
had but grown in strength since that date.

On the first news of Waldemar's treachery, the
Baltic cities laid an embargo on all Danish goods, and